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Male's computation makes 7,294 years, and the Ussherian 5,967 ;r the Samaritan version is, I believe, further different from either.'
As it is, the facts show nothing inconsistent with an approximation to these several periods.
As to any absolute date for the appearance of man as a species, no calculation Is possible, because of a certain doubt, which no one can. pretend to resolve, as to whether the Scriptures do assert the creation of all mankind at any one period. If, owing to more positive discoveries in the future compelling, us to put further back the date-of. man's first appearance upon earth, we have to suppose a beginning before the, time of Adam, we are reminded that there is an allusion In the sixth chapter of the book called Genesis to " the sons of God" and the " daughters ofmen." Now this passage cannot conceivably refer to angels ; nor can we Ignore its existence, however doubtful we may feel as to its meaning.2
It can hardly be denied that such a text opens out fat possibility of an earlier race than that of Adam ; In that case the creation of Adam would be detailed
1 I take these figures from Mr. R. S. Pattison,
3 The text- which speaks of God making " of one blood all nations ' for to dwell on the face of the earth," would naturally apply to the races existing when the speaker uttered the words : it would be as unreasonable to press such a text into the service of any theory of the creation of man, as it was absurd for the Inquisition to suppose that the Psalmist, when asserting that Gpcl had made the " round world so fast that it coulcl not be moved," was contradicting the fact of the earth's revolution round the sun,                               ,